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streets and low houses, which face inward upon courtyards
turning away from the streets, along which water-carriers
carry their precious ware in large skins. There are local meat,
bread, grain, vegetable, and pottery bazaars. Different
streets are the homes of different handicrafts. One street,
for example, is monopolized by the dyers, and is lined with
steaming vats into which the craftsmen dip hanks of yarn,
dyeing them with bright and beautiful colours. Near the
railway junction, however, a new modern town has grown
up within recent years.
The capitals of the Kirghiz and Tadjik Republics are
Frunze (96,659) and Stalinabad (82,540) respectively. Stalin-
abad, a centre of the cotton industry, is a modern town,
recently constructed to replace the ancient village of mud
huts. Other towns of importance are Leninsk, formerly
Chayui (54^739), Leninabad, with silk and leather factories,
and brick works, and Andizhan, Namangan, Kokand, and
Ferghana, centres of the cotton industry, situated in the
Ferghana valley. Krasnovodsk (27,000) is the starting-point
of the Trans-Caspian Railway, and is one of the main gate-
ways to Central Asia. It is an important Caspian port.
Communications
The ancient towns of Central Asia were all situated in
fertile, irrigated valley lands on the trade routes between the
main centres of ancient civilization, in China, Egypt, India,
and Mesopotamia. Great profits were made from trade with
and between these countries. But with the opening up of the
sea-way around Asia, the old caravan routes declined.
In 1917 Central Asia was connected to the world outside
its boundaries by the railway from Chkalov to. Tashkent.
This line continues south from Tashkent to the Central
Asiatic Railway, which runs to Krasnovodsk, on the Caspian
shore. It forms an important artery along which agricultural
and industrial products are transported to the Caspian Sea,
and then by boat up the Volga into European Russia. The
eastern end of the Central Asiatic Railway serves the Ferghana